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Omnibus acquires Digital and Robert Abel 


Tom Culviner, Assistant Editor 


Digital Productions and Robert 
Abel and Associates have been 
acquired by Omnibus Computer 
Graphics, Inc., a Toronto-based 
company. The organizational struc- 
ture of the combined companies is 
still to be determined. An inte- 
gration plan is in the works, but 
right now there are four divisions 
in three cities: Los Angeles, 
Toronto, and New York. 


Asked about the organizational 
structure, a Digital /Omnibus 
executive in Los Angeles said that 
he would have to pull the last 
organizational chart out of the 
wastebasket and that no one 
expects new business cards to be 
printed very soon. 

The staff of Robert Abel and 
Associates has remained the same, 
but the full company title now 
reads “Robert Abel and Associates, 
an Omnibus Company.” Abel has 
joined Omnibus as vice chairman 
of the board of directors and is 
executive creative director of 
Robert Abel. Omnibus also 
acquired the entertainment pro- 
duction division of Abel Image 
Research, a software company. 


Meanwhile, Gary Demos, former- 
ly in charge of software at Digital 
Productions, and John Whitney, 
Jr., formerly in charge of creative 
processing, have started their own 
company, Whitney/Demos Produc- 
tions, which employs “a few” 
former Digital employees. 

Whitney /Demos is warding off 
what the company describes as 
“nuisance suits” brought by 
Omnibus to prevent Whitney / 
Demos from soliciting or hiring 


54 


Omnibus or Digital employees. 
Whitney and Demos themselves 
have filed a post-takeover suit 
asking for damages and equitable 
relief from Digital, Omnibus, 


Control Data Corporation, Ramtek, 


and other defendants. 


Standard may be extended 
to include image processing 


Making it easier and less costly 
to integrate small computers and 
intelligent peripheral devices into 
mini- and microcomputer systems 
is the goal of'a recently published 
American National Standard for 
Small Computer System Interface. 

ANSI X3.131-1986 establishes 
mechanical, electrical, and func- 
tional requirements for an 8-bit 
parallel bus interface and 
command sets for peripheral 
device types. The command sets 
specified are device independent 
to facilitate development of 
software that can control all 
devices of a particular type, 
regardless of manufacturer. Dif- 
ferent disk drives, printers, and 
even communications peripherals 
can be added to the system with- 
out modifying generic software or 
hardware. 

A command set for raster-scan 
image input and output devices, 
now coming onto the market for 
personal computers, is being con- 
sidered for a future revision of the 
standard, according to William 
Burr, chairman of the task group 
that developed it. The interface 
could then integrate scanning 
devices, laser printers, and optical 
disks into image processing 
systems. 


GM awards $1-million grant 
to computer design lab 


The Art Center College of Design 
has received a $1-million grant 
from the General Motors Founda- 
tion for the establishment of the 
General Motors Computer 
Graphics Laboratory. “We have 
benefited significantly from the 
talent of the Art Center graduates 
on our staff,” said Charles M. 
Jordan, vice president of General 
Motors Design Staff. “We are very 
pleased to be able to assist the 
college in its continued growth 
and development.” 


The grant is one of the largest 
single gifts to be awarded by the 
foundation to an educational insti- 
tution. It is a challenge grant, with 
funds payable over five years, 
beginning in 1987. New or in- 
creased gifts from corporations 
and foundations will be matched 
on a dollar-for-dollar basis. Alumni 
gifts will be matched two-for-one. 


A relationship with nearby Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology has 
been instrumental in the devel- 
opment of Art Center’s CAD pro- 
gram. James F. Blinn, computer 


, graphics scientist in Caltech’s 


JPL/NASA computer graphics 
laboratory, has assisted in 
formulating courses and estab- 
lishing technical resources at the 
college. 


PHIGS standard gets 
second review period 


The Programmer's Hierarchical 
Interactive Graphics System 
standard is now available for a 
second public review. Changes in 
the draft have resulted from 
comments received during the 
first public review and activity 
within the International Standards 
Organization. 


The public review period on 
draft proposed American National 
Standard X3.144-198x extends 
through January 21, 1987. 
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